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Lostin a maze
Dr SarjitGill,
socialanthropologist
RTs alsoneedto attractmore
youngmembers.
"WhenyouhaveanRT
chairmanwhohasservedin
thatpositionfor 15years,
that'stoolong.. Theyshould
seta limit, say,threeor five
years.Theycanhavea rota-
tionsystemto giveothersa
chance,"saidSarjit.
Hefeelstheyoungergener-
ationshouldbegivena chance
totakecharge.
"Thisis wheretheMatRem-
pitsandyouthproblemsoccur,
becausetheyarenotgiventhe
chancetoprovetheirworth.
"If we don'tgivethemthe
chancenow,whenis theright
time?"
There are currently3,974
RT basesnationwide,with
1,246voluntarypatrol
schemescomprisingover
100,000members.
"Thequestionis, doweneed
thatmanyRTs? Is it a good
thingor is thatan indication
thatwearein trouble?
"Doesit showthatwe arenot
payingenoughattentiontose-
curingthesafetyofourpeople?
In myopinion,thenumbers
showthatthereis aproblem.
withregardstosafetyandrace
relations,"Sarjitsaid.
When you have
politicians as leaders,
the result is that it
alienates others from the
scheme. There is a need
to set a demarcation line
between politics and RT.'
,
berslivein thearea,theyknow
moreaboutwhatis goingon,
theyhavea clearerpicture.
The departmentcannotdepend
ontheacademics.The aca-
demicswouldonlyspenda few
daysin theareaandconduct
randomsurveys,theydon't
havethein-depthstory."
HesaidmembersoftheRT
shouldbeempoweredto con-
ductresearch.
"TheRT canhelpin setting
up a database,andtheministry
canusethedatabasetoidentify
theracialhotspotsnation-
wide."
(Thehigh-riskareascurrent-
ly standsat218).
"MembersofParliament
shouldworkhand-in-handwith
theRTs."
The importanceof under-
.standingeachother's culture
in a multiracial communityis
vital in promotingunity.The
lack of awarenessof each
other's cultural beliefs
amongMalaysian politicians,.
for instance,has led to gaffes
beinghighlightedin the me-
dia.
"If thepoliticiansreallyun-
derstandeachother'sbeliefs,
theywouldnotdothingswhich
offendothers."
ofredtape
wouldgooutof theirwayto
helppeople,"saidSarjit.
For theRT programmeto
achieveitsobjectives,among
whichis tosafeguardthein-
terestsof thecommunityit
servesandpromoteunity,he
saidthegovernmentneededto
givemorepowertotheNation-
al UnityandIntegrationDe-
partment.This includesturn-
ingit intoa ministry.
HefeelstheconceptofRT is
crippledbecauseit hasbeen
politicised.
"It is controlledbyagroupof
politiciansfromaparticularpar-
ty.Whenyouhavepoliticiansas
leaders,theresultis thatit alien-
atesothersfromthescheme.
"Thereis a needtoseta de-
marcationlinebetweenpolitics
andRT.It shouldbeinclusive,
notexclusive."
He saidtoknowwhatwas
reallyhappeningonthe
ground,thegovernmentshould
approachtheRTs
insteadof
academi-
cians.
"RTmem-
FORtheRukunTetanggaschemetobeeffective,theremustbegreaterin-
teractionamongthevarious
ministries,accordingto a re-
searcher.
UniversitiPutraMalaysiaso-
cialanthropologistDr SarjitS.
Gill saidtheNationalUnityand
IntegrationDepartment,which
overseestheRT programme,
shouldbeupgradedintoa min-
istry.
Sarjit,whodida studyonthe
effectivenessofRTs in promot-
ing unityandneighbourliness
amongcityfolk,saidtherewas
littleevidenceof interaction
amongtheministriesin pro-
motingtheaimsof theRT pro-
gramme.
"RTsshouldworkclosely
with theWomen,Familyand
CommunityDevelopmentMin-
istry,YouthandSportsMin-
istry,EducationMinistry,to
namejust a few.
"Andtheseministriesshould
collaboratewitheachotherto
makeRT moreeffective."
Themainproblem,hesaid,
wasredtapeattheministries.
Moreoftenthannot,officials
onlyfocusonexecutingduties
in areastheyseeastheirpre-
rogative.
Therehavebeenmanyin-
stanceswheretheyshrugtheir
shouldersandpointto other
ministries,departmentsor
agencies,sayingtheproblemat
handis notundertheirscopeof
duty.
"Ofcoursethereareal-
waysexcep-
tions.There
.arestill
thosewho
